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Validation of the diatom family name Staurotropidaceae, fam. nov. (Bacillariales,
Bacillariophyceae)
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In proposing a new phylogenetic classification of the diatoms, Kociolek & al. (2026) included the
name of a new family in the order Bacillariales but did not provide a formal description of this
family “Staurotropidaceae”, which included a single genus, Staurotropis Paddock (1988: 91) and
three species (Paddock 1988; Ashworth & al. 2016). This renders the family invalid. To rectify
this omission we here present a validating description for this designation.

Staurotropidaceae Kociolek, Ashworth & A.J.Alverson, fam. nov.

Description: Cells with numerous small plastids. Valves with a stauros, raphe raised on the valve
on a ridge, straight, lacking fibulae. Raphe rib appearing bilobed in girdle view. Cells lacking
pronounced helictoglossae. Central area without crescent-like thickenings. Marine.

Type: Staurotropis Paddock Bibliotheca Diatomologica 16: 91, 1988.

Type: Staurotropis seychellensis (Giffen) Paddock, Bibliotheca Diatomologica 16: 92, pl. 34: figs
1, 2, 1988 (= Tropidoneis seychellensis Giffen Bacillaria 3: 154, tigs 42-44, 1980).

Registration (of family name): http://phycobank.org/106793

We thank Michael Guiry for alerting us to this issue.
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